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FOREWORD V1.5 

The Parish Plan sets out a vision for the future and identifies the challenges that we, as a 

community, face over the next 10 to 15 years.  The Plan, which has been drawn up by a steering 

group of dedicated volunteers following an extensive, 5-year, public consultation process, 

endeavours to achieve this by presenting a vision in the form of an Action Plan.  It does not look 

at design criteria; that is covered in the 2004 Village Design Statement, nor does it allocate 

housing as this remit rests solely with the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan.   What it looks at are 

the social, economic and infrastructure issues that arise when trying to absorb large housing 

developments within a rural community. 

How the Plan was tackled and its key findings are highlighted in the Executive Summary.   The 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ 

congestion, its poor infrastructure, particularly sewers, 

and the shortage of sports and social care facilities.  The 

Plan presents potential solutions and brings these to the 

attention of the relevant agencies and authorities.  It 

identifies likely shortcomings, particularly on funding, 

and proposes the formation of two new bodies ς a 

Business Group and a Development Trust ς that could 

help address some of these issues.  The solutions rely on 

working in partnership with the appropriate agencies and authorities.  Every effort has been made 

to agree workable solutions with lead partners within the current economic environment.  

As a live document the Plan will continue to evolve with its steering group monitoring each 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ōȅ 

the NeighbourhooŘ tƭŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜƭŦ-help schemes led 

either by the Parish Council or the Development Trust.  It is desirable that the vision is driven by 

community interests rather than commercial developments.  To achieve this it is essential that 

the Parish Plan has the continued support of the community.  After all the Plan is a distillation of 

their collective wish to remain a village and yet achieve a more vibrant and sustainable 

community.   

 

 

  

Trevor Maroney 
Chairman 
18 Stonehouse Road 
Liphook 
GU30 7DD 
Email: tmaroney17@gmail.com 
Tel: 01428 725193 
17th August 2016 
 

The Square at midday on a Sunday 
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ii 
 

 

ACKNOWLEGEMENT  

The Parish Plan Steering Group was formed in December 2010 and consisted of local, enthusiastic 
and experienced volunteers representing a wide 
range of interests and activities within the parish.  
They have given generously of their time and 
expertise.   A list of all those Steering Group 
members involved at various stages in driving this 
project forward has been included in Annex A.  

In addition, we are very grateful to the many 
volunteers who gave up their free time to offer 
sound advice at various working group meetings.  
Without their intricate local knowledge and enthusiasm it would have been hard for us to compile 
all the essential statistical and background data into a coherent format.     

We also greatly appreciated the invaluable contributions made by those members of the public 
who attended our stand at the numerous shows and at the key exhibition.  We are also 
particularly grateful to the young people who completed the lengthy, youth survey questionnaire.   

We would like to thank the parish executive officer and his staff for providing regular advice and 
assistance, particularly with staging the exhibition.  And we are grateful for the support and 
encouragement we have received from officers at East Hampshire District Council and Hampshire 
County Council.  

This research and the publication of the Parish Plan would not have been possible without the 
grants received from the Parish, East Hampshire District and County Councils, and from 
Community First.  We are also grateful to receive the remaining funds from the group that drew 

up the Village Design Statement. 

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the 
endorsement received from the people of 
Bramshott and Liphook who attended the 
public exhibitions, completed the 
questionnaire and offered their views during 
the final consultation period.  Without their 
encouragement, invaluable advice and pressing 
wishes this challenging and time consuming 
project would never have been started.   

 

  

Liphook Millennium Centre  

First public meeting  



iii 
 

 

INDEX 

Those Sections highlighted in green have been agreed.   

Section Title Page No 

 Foreword i 

 Acknowledgements ii 

 Index iii 

1. Executive Summary 1 

2. Introduction 5 

3. History of the Parish 9 

4. Demographics 12 

5. Infrastructure  18 

6. Economics  26 

7. Business & Employment 40 

8. Church & Faiths [Pending] 52 

9. Communications   53 

10. Education & Training  [Pending] 56 

11. Elderly, Disabled & Medical 61 

12. Emergency Services 71 

13. Environment 80 

14. Hamlets 86 

15. Planning & Development 94 

16. Social Care  [Pending] 106 

17. Sports & Recreation  107 

18. Traffic & Transport 117 

19. Unemployment  [Pending] 134 

20. Youth  136 

21. Other Topics   148 

 a. Local Government.  
b. Settlement Hierarchy. 

 

22. Recommendations 153 

23. Action Plan 174 

   

References:   

1. wǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΩ όw//ǎύ - Community Led Planning Toolkit   

2. EHDC  & SDNP ς Joint Core Strategy (JCS) 2012 - 2028   

3. LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ W/{ ŘŀǘŜŘ но bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмн  

4. 9I5/Ωǎ ς Leisure Built Facilities Strategy & Action Plan 2012 - 2026  

5. [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Cƛƴŀƭ Recommendations 
for the future electoral arrangements for East Hampshire ς June 
2000. 

 

 

Copies of the completed Sections have been posted on the website at www.liphookplan.co.uk.  

http://www.liphookplan.co.uk/


iv 
 

  

Annex:  

A. Steering Group & Audit Team A - 1 

B. Demographics ς Census 1991 to 2011  B - 1 

C. Infrastructure: C - 1 

D. History of the Hamlets D - 1 

E. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA): E - 1 

F. Crime Statistics for 6 months ending March 2012 F - 1 

G. Youth Survey Questionnaire G - 1 

H. The Needs of the Elderly H - 1 

I. Local Government Responsibilities I - 1 

J.  Businesses: J - 1 

K. 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ W/{ K ς 1 

L. Property Market Survey L - 1 

Appendix:   

C1. Existing Sports & Recreation Facilities C1 - 1 

C2. Other Facilities available to the Community C2 - 1 

C3. Business Directory  C3 - 1 

C4. Empty Commercial Premises C4 - 1 

C5. Spare C5 - 1 

C6. Elderly Accommodation  C6 - 1 

C7. Medical Resources C7 - 1 

C8. Public Transport  C8 - 1 

E1. 9I5/Ωǎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ {I[!! ǎƛǘŜǎ E1 - 1 

E2. Maps of SHLAA sites ς Accepted & Rejected E2 ς 1 

E3. Parish Plan Assessment of all known SHLAA sites E3 - 1 

J1. Concerns Raised by Businesses J1 - 1 

J2. SWOT Analysis J2 - 1 

   



 

Bramshott & Liphook Parish Plan.  1 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Introduction ς Research and Reports 

1.1. Background. The Plan was produced by a group consisting solely of volunteers from a cross 
section of the community.  The group initially used the guidance given in the Community Led 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ [ƛǇƘƻƻƪΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊe it has 
presented a report in a similar format to the Market Town Surveys.   

1.2. Research.  The research was conducted through numerous working groups, a sports panel, 
attendance at local fetes and community gatherings, and steering group meetings. Views have 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ tƭŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
and placing regularly updated copies of the draft in the Parish Office and Library.  In early 2014 
a separate audit team was formed and invited to independently scrutinise the latest version of 
the Plan.  Appropriate changes were then adopted.  Following its disbandment some of the 
team joined the steering group. 

1.3. Reports.  The Parish Plan report is laid out in 23 Sections covering different subject areas.  Each 
Section draws conclusions and makes recommendations.  Four section were not completed 
due to the lack of time and volunteers.  It is anticipated that these sections will be considered 
in the Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.4. Public Exhibition and Consultation.  The Parish tƭŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ 
in Section 22 under the heading of Combined Recommendations.  These were presented to 
and voted on at the public exhibition in November 2014. Votes were cast and due weighting 
placed against each recommendation.  Based upon these findings an Action Plan was drawn 
up and put out to public consultation.  At the same time discussions took place with and general 
agreement reached with local authorities and other organisations, and the Action Plan was 
updated accordingly.   

Objectives - A Vibrant and Sustainable Community 

1.5. Action Plan.  The Action Plan, in Section 23, highlights essential changes that residents and 
enterprises would like to see addressed and which will make our village and community more 
vibrant and sustainable.  It identifies the lead agencies or organisations along with partners 
responsible for delivering these essential improvements, particularly to infrastructure.  It looks 
at the resource implications following consultations with the relevant authorities and proposes 
workable timescales in which these improvements should be delivered.  During its analysis the 
Steering Group felt the need to establish two new bodies to push this project forward: a 
Business Group to stimulate business investment and share best practices, and a Development 
Trust to design and raise funds for essential community infrastructure projects.  The key areas 
requiring improvements are summarised below.   

1.6. Improve Infrastructure.  It is essential, to meet the rising 
demand for more housing, to ensure that our village - at 
its heart an ancient cross roads - retains its roots and 
remains sustainable. It can only do this if its 
infrastructure such as roads, drainage, utilities, 
communications networks and facilities are able to 
support the corresponding growth in population.  It is 
clear that the current infrastructure is unable to sustain 
its present population with traffic congestion, power cuts and sewage pollution becoming 
more frequent.   In addition, the limited sports, medical and social care facilities create 
frustration and often real hardship. Therefore it is essential that the key infrastructure failings 

Liphook Square in rush hour 
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are rectified before the imposition of yet more housing.  The Action Plan aims to address these 
issues. 

1.7. Develop Businesses.  If local businesses are ever to flourish and compete with the surrounding 
towns, they need bigger and better premises with good access to the A3.  Retailers, in 

particular, need to offer a wider range of goods 
and services if they are to encourage more 
customers to shop locally.  Furthermore, there 
needs to be a clear marketing strategy that 
entices new business investment.  More land is 
also required near the A3 for a modern business 
park that will offer, hopefully, more technically 
skilled, employment opportunities.  This will only 
be achieved if businesses unite and form their 

own body such as a Business Group that will work in harmony with the Parish Council to 
promote business growth in the village. 

1.8. Resolve Transport Issues.  It is anticipated that with the planned growth in housing, both in 
the village and in nearby Whitehill and Bordon, the volume of traffic will increase quite 
considerably over the next few years.  The current lack of adequate public transport, 
particularly for shopping and hospital appointments, along with congestion in the Square and 
around the schools is affecting the community.  These combined with the lack of parking and 
disabled access at the station are some of the main 
issues.  These must be addressed through a 
comprehensive traffic management plan that 
includes an origin/destination survey.  The 
conclusions from which should be followed by the 
design and implementation of an appropriate 
scheme.  The Action Plan also proposes studies into 
parking, particularly around Liphook Station, and 
into public transport which has a poor daytime and no evening or weekend bus services.  HCC 
have provided funding for a parking study and delegated the project to EHDC.  The Action Plan 
also proposes a feasibility study into a two-storey parking facility at Liphook Station with a lift 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦ    ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
and future traffic volumes along with adequate parking.  In this respect traffic signage should 
be modified to direct through traffic away from the village centre. 

1.9. Support Young People.  The growth in school population, set to expand with the introduction 
ƻŦ .ƻƘǳƴǘΩǎ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳΣ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

limited range of shops, cafes and facilities suitable for 
young people with few evening activities available to 
them.  The Youth Club, for example, which has been 
running for last 6 years using the Millennium Centre and 
only closed when HCC removed funding for youth work, 
is a long term need for its own dedicated clubhouse.  
Sports facilities, especially football pitches, are limited 
and there are no dedicated activities that would 
stimulate young peoples interest in life skills such things 

ŀǎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ōŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ǿŜō ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƳƻǘƻǊ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ŜǘŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
encourage the community to support personal development schemes alongside those 
proposed by Bohunt School. 

Liphook Station  

Longmoor Road during school rush hour  

Passfield Business Park  
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1.10. Promote Healthy Living.  The Plan recognises the need to provide facilities and activities for 
the young and old alike that stimulate the mind and body, and help to promote healthy living.  
These include sports pitches, indoor courts, welfare and social care facilities.  The Plan looks at 
the current lack of such resources and takes steps to address them.  It considers the specific 
needs of the various age groups and how these could be fulfilled.  Proposals include studies 
into community facilities for the elderly, disabled, carers, youth, a sports centre, swimming 
pool to name but a few.  Such facilities will need careful planning and substantial investment.  
It will therefore need a group of influential people and organisations with the inspirational 
ability to develop and deliver projects including raising the necessary funds.  

Means - Partnership 

1.11. Closer Cooperation.  Although the Plan has identified lead agencies it is quite clear that support 
and cooperation from others organisations will be required.  This is particularly noticeable in 
the county boundary demarcation line on medical provision and bus services.   On face value 
this appears to be a funding and service issues that can only be addressed through negotiations 
at county level.  At local level the Plan recognises the need for collaboration between different 
agencies and organisations and sets out to achieve this.  The proposed Business Group and 
Liphook Development Trust are just two proposed collaborative projects that should help meet 
the needs of our community.  

1.12. Business Group.  A Business Group should be formed and seek help from other organisations 
such as the Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and Business East Hants to develop a business 
plan for the village.   All local business and retired business people should be encouraged to 
join and help run the group.   Given the clear aim of helping businesses thrive and develop as 
well as sharing best practice the Group should help stimulate the local economy and encourage 
further investment and thus career opportunities for young people.  This professional body 
would help grow the local economy and develop a more sustainable community. 

1.13. Liphook Development Trust.  The Steering Group are well aware of the need to deliver the 
findings from the Parish Plan.  The Plan itself recognises the need for partners to deliver cross-
boundary support.  It also acknowledges that its aspirations, particularly on the provision of 
local sports and social care facilities, cannot be provided from ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  
What will be needed is a design and fund raising body to generate investment in sustainable, 
community projects.  It will need business acumen, marketing and fund raising skills.  We 
believe that these skills are in abundance amongst our many residents.  The intention is to set 
up a voluntary trust to deliver specific projects as funds become available.  It would be a 
partnership with other organisations and agencies, but operate under the title of Liphook 
Development Trust.  Since it would be a voluntary organisation there will be some benefit in 
obtaining charitable status.  Its ultimate objective would be to ensure that the sport and social 
infrastructure keeps pace with the growth in housing, thereby sustaining our vibrant 
community.  

1.14. Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Plan should form 
a solid foundation in the preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Its findings will help the 
Parish Council and other organisations to develop 
and justify future projects, The Neighbourhood Plan 
would form part of the statutory development plan. 
This means that it will have the weight of being a 
legal document under the 2011 Localism Act and as 
such will be highly influential in local planning 
decisions within the neighbourhood plan area.  EHDC SHLAA Sites 2014  
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Postscript - Future Plans 

1.15. Living Document.  Parish plans are considered living documents.  Our Plan will be monitored, 
amended and adapted over time as circumstances change or 
as new ideas emerge to meet changing needs.  In this respect 
your Steering Group will monitor delivery of the present 
Action Plan and conduct further research.  If you like to put 
something back into your community and you have an 
enquiring mind we would like to hear from you.  The 
commitment would initially be only a few hours every 
quarter. 

1.16. Further Information.  If you would like to get involved or want further information please 
access the Parish Plan website www.liphookplan.co.uk or contact our chairman at: 
tmaroney17@gmail.com.  

 

Postal Sorting Office  

http://www.liphookplan.co.uk/
mailto:tmaroney17@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 

Parish Plans 

2.1. Community Led Initiatives.  Parish Plans are a statement of how the local community sees 
itself growing and developing over the next 10 to 15 years.  Successful plans can potentially 
influence policies and decisions of other bodies on education, environment, housing, 
infrastructure, planning, transport and social services.  This influence can extend over a wide 
range of organisations including local authorities, businesses, vested interests, charities and 
voluntary groups that, in turn, can help by funding projects.  In principle, the Plan is a 
community led, independent initiative designed to improve the lives of the whole 
community.   

2.2. Our Plan.  The Bramshott and Liphook Parish Plan is one such scheme.  From the findings of 
the Parish Survey in 2008 it was concluded that residents should be consulted on the future 
of the parish and what improvements they would like to see.  At the Parish Council 
instigation a group of volunteers banded together to form a Steering Group using the 
Governments guidance notes contained in the Community Led Planning Toolkit.  They drew 
up a Constitution, nominated officials and were formally endorsed at a public meeting in the 
Millennium Centre on 13th January 2011.   

2.3. Funding.  Financial support, in the form of grants, was kindly provided at parish, district and 
county level and from Community First Hampshire.  Although independent of the Parish, the 
Steering Group included three parish councillors, permitted under the Constitution. 

Aim 

2.4. The aim of the Bramshott and Liphook Parish Plan is to collate the wishes of the community, 
prepare a report on what changes the community would like to see and what aspects they 
would like to retain, draw conclusions, make recommendations, and from these formulate a 
coherent strategy for the future growth and development of the Parish over the next 10 to 
15 years.  

The Square, the heart of the Parish 

BRAMSHOTT AND LIPHOOK PARISH PLAN (V2.2) 
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Organisation 

2.5. Steering Group.  In line with the guidance notes the Steering Group allocated responsibilities 
for the different areas of research to members who, in turn, formed their own Working 
Groups of volunteers.  These were given specific areas to study such as business and 
employment; development; education and youth; elderly, disabled and medical etc.   

2.6. Working Groups.  In order to complete the necessary work the Steering Group formed 
Working Groups, each to address a particular subject with co-ordination between subjects 
maintained by wider regular Group meetings. Minutes are retained.  Subject reports were 
prepared and published in draft on the Group web-site for continued refinement and update 
as associated findings emerged. 

2.7. Additional Tasks.  Some members, having completed their initial project, kindly found time 
to assist with or undertake another.  A Youth Survey was one such project, another was a 
public consultation on Sports and Leisure to which all local sportsmen and women were 
invited.  The former involved entering data from 914 questionnaires completed by 
youngsters aged 5 to 19, and with key ΨǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ the sporting fraternity attending the latter. 

2.8. Auditing.  In early 2014 a group of volunteers with professional backgrounds were invited to 
audit the initial draft sections.  They made several recommendations which were adopted.  
These included sections requiring further information or clarification, removal of duplication 
and adjustment to the tone and tenor in certain areas.  The Audit Team were then invited to 
join the Steering Group in debating and formulating the final Parish Plan.   

2.9. EditingΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǊder to draw the 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΤ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
any practicalities.  The Group then drew up the Parish Plan basing it on workable solutions 
ŀƴŘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǿƛǎƘŜǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
process will enable future planners to revisit such recommendations. 

Report Format 

2.10. Layout.  For ease of reading this paper is laid out as follows: 

2.10.1. Executive Summary ς The Parish Plan, a coherent strategy drawn from practical 
recommendations contained in the report. 

2.10.2. Introduction ς The background to our Parish Plans, its aim, the organisation and 
the processes involved, report format, certain funding constraints and caveats 
covering the implementation of the plan. 

2.10.3. History of the Parish ς Tracing the roots of the village community from the 
Norman period, through trading routes, coach travel, the introduction of the 
railways, Canadian links through two world wars to today. 

2.10.4. Demographics and Infrastructure ς [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
population, infrastructure and economy, anticipating likely trends in future 
growth and balancing this with foreseeable changes in technology, life styles and 
consumer demands. 

2.10.5. Main SectionsΦ  !ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
activities and functional areas from business, elderly, environment, hamlets 
through to the views of our younger generation. 
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2.10.6. Recommendations ς These are drawn from the conclusions reached in each 
section and are based upon what changes the community would like to see 
irrespective of any impracticalities.  Only those recommendations that can be 
turned into workable solutions have then been incorporated into the Executive 
Summary. 

Other Considerations 

2.11. Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  The Steering Group has taken full cognisance of East Hampshire 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ό9I5/Ωǎύ W/{Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
economic growth, balanced against the need to protect the environment.  The JCS was 
produced in partnership with the South Downs National Park.  It contains proposals to meet 
the anticipated housing demand within the district.  It initially committed the Parish to 
building 600 new homes over the next 15 years.  However, a government inspector 
questioned the balance between environmental concerns and housing need, pointing out 
ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ όbttCύΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
planning guideline which strongly encourages sustainable development.  A key requirement 
of this is providing a supply of housing to meet the needs of present and future generations.  
The JCS has therefore been suspended pending further work. The changes to the strategy 
were considered by the inspector in October 2013 who proposed that an additional 175 
houses be included rounding the total up to 800.  Subsequently the inspector proposed that 
the 175 should be set as a minimum.  This change in wording, which towns and parishes 
strongly object to, is currently under review. 

2.12. Neighbourhood Plans (NP).  The government is actively encouraging communities to 
become more involved in housing and planning decisions.  Under the Localism Act 2011 it 
has devolved powers to councils to draw uǇ ΨƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
ǇƭŀƴǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ 
which the government will fund.  The Bramshott and Liphook Parish Council are currently 
investigating the benefits of this option.  Parish plans and village design statements will help 
districts in developing planning policies and communities in formulating their 
neighbourhood plans. 

2.13. OpinionΦ  .ŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ - insufficient district housing overall; 
and overly optimistic housing figures for the Bordon Eco-Town ς it is likely that the planned 
housing figure for the Parish will increase.  It is also noted that with the opening of the 
Hindhead tunnel, making Guildford now only 20 minutes away, the demand for housing and, 
hopefully, light industry along the A3 corridor may increase still further. 

Constraints and Caveats  

2.14. Consultation.  As one of the largest geographic parish areas in the country with a population 
currently in excess of 8,500 it was anticipated that the consultation process would be difficult 
and very time consuming; unlike those conducted amongst other, much smaller 
communities.  Conversely, as it turned out, the hamlets consisting of small, close-knit 
communities were able to reach a consensus quite quickly.  In the village where the majority 
are commuters it was difficult to drum up the same degree of interest and enthusiasm.  

2.15. Evolving Process.  The Group was also well aware that the Plan itself is an evolving process, 
a live document that will be adapted over time as new technology develops and as consumer 
demands and life styles change.  In addition, a shortage of volunteers meant that certain 
sections could not be completed in time for the initial publication.  The paragraph numbering 
has therefore been left vacant, where appropriate, pending completion of this research. 
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2.16. Funding Constraints.  All grants were conditional upon the Group not becoming involved in 
party politics; this was adhered to.  In addition, the Group did not become involved in 
questions relating to the daily management or administration of the Parish; this was left to 
the Parish Council.  However, where short practical solutions to pressing problems arose - 
such as large vehicles being directed by misleading signposts and Satellite Navigation 
through the dead end lane in Conford - these issues were raised with the appropriate 
authorities and resolved.  

2.17. Caveats.  Whilst the focus has been on planning, steps were taken through public 
consultation to convert the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΦ  
That said, it must be remembered that this is a planning project and, as such, does not 
include delivery.  It is hoped that by considering all practical options other organisations such 
as local authorities, public bodies, businesses, vested interests, charities and volunteer 
groups will assume responsibility for implementation of the Parish Plan in whole or in part.  
It is therefore essential that the Parish Plan is approved by East Hampshire District Council 
(EHDC) before its recommendations can be incorporated into planning policy. 
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HISTORY OF THE PARISH1 (V2.2) 

The Past 

3.1. Norman Period.  Although the large forested area around Liphook was known to have been 
occupied by the Romans and later the Saxons, the earliest recordings stem from the 
Domesday Book.  Written in 1086 it recorded the occupancy of land, buildings and all 
resources in surrounding manors.  At this time these included Brembreste (Bramshott), 
Lidesette (Ludshott), Ciltelelie (Chiltlee) and the Royal Woolmer Forest; a significant 
settlement covering 2,000 acres.   

3.2. Medieval Times.  During the medieval period the movement of goods with wagons carrying 
grain from the manors to nearby mills in Ciltelelie was quite common.  This led to the very 
significant growth of the cross roads in Liphook.  The building of St Marys Church 1225 is the 
earliest evidence for the Parish of Bramshott.  Bramshott 
Manor house was built and has remained largely 
unaltered since the fifteenth century. 

3.3. Tudor Period.  By 1405 there were six brewers by name, 
two victuallers and one butcher in Chiltlee.  At the time, 
.ŀƛƭƛŦŦΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŦǊŜŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜƭōƻǊƴŜΣ 
chalk, tiles and lime from Liss, malt from Odiham and 
nails from Reading.  Indeed, Radford Bridge was built across the River Wey to ease the 
passage of the many pack horses, wagons and horse riders passing through. Long distance 
travellers may have been by-passing Bramshott and going straight down the hill from 
Hindhead to Liphook.  

3.4. Sixteenth Century.  The development of Bramshott and Liphook became intertwined from 
the sixteenth century onwards.  The earliest map, drawn in 1527 by the cartographer 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ {ŀȄǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨFirst English Country AtlasΣΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ΨBramshotΩ ŀƴŘ ΨLippockeΩ ŀǊŜ 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ΨHantshireΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ [ƛǇƘƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
coaching age, which originated in London early in the 17 century.  

3.5. Coach Travel.  By 1784 London-Portsmouth coaches carried mail through Liphook. Originally, 
Liphook catered for travellers' needs by using stalls, 
eventually being replaced by the half-timbered houses 
that exist around The Square.  Growth accelerated with 
wagons being replaced by coaches, and coaching in 
Liphook was firmly established by 1660.  By 1819 
turnpiking reduced this journey from two days to 10 
hours.   

3.6. Arrival of the Railways.  In 1859, with the coming of the London and South Western 
Railways, Liphook grew and with it Newtown, the area adjacent to the railway station. The 
railway line bisected the estate of Chiltlee Manor.  The northern part remained as fields and 
the village cricket pitch, until its requisition to become the British Army's Ordnance Supply 
Unit (OSU) in 1939.  Liphook's population grew modestly, from 1,367 in 1861 to 1,614 in 
1891. The railway did not cause a more substantial increase, since many could not afford to 
pay the fare for more than an occasional excursion; a similar probleƳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
commuters.  

 

                                                           
1 With grateful thanks to: Dr Alan Wilson, The Liphook Community Magazine, The Laurence Giles Archive and Joan 
Finney, with edits by The Liphook Heritage Centre. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chiltlee_Manor&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
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3.7. World Wars.  During the First and Second World Wars many Canadian troops were based in 
Bramshott and Liphook. The cemetery of St Mary's church in 
Bramshott holds the graves of 318 Canadian soldiers 
stationed nearby.  Another sad loss ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
sanatorium for sailors at Bramshott.  After decommissioning 
part of the OSU site was sold to Sainsbury's to form the site 
of their store and the Millennium Centre, with the remaining 

land being used for housing and light industry. 

Present Day 

3.8. Today.  The present day Parish of Bramshott and Liphook nestles on the borders of 
Hampshire, Surrey and West Sussex in the pleasant and picturesque South Downs National 
Park (SDNP).  It 
comprises the village 
and the surrounding 
hamlets of 
Bramshott, 
Bramshott Chase, 
Conford, Griggs 
Green, Hewshott, 
Hammer Vale, and 
Passfield.  Sited in the 
Wey Valley it has the 
shallow river Wey 
meandering 
northwest through 
water meadows and 
lakes to Passfield.   

3.9. A3 Corridor.  The 
village is located 
alongside the main A3 
by-pass and is served 
by its own railway 
station which has 
links between London 
and Portsmouth.  The recent opening of the Hindhead tunnel has transformed car travel 
north with the journey to Guildford taking less than 20 minutes.  Early indications are that 
the A3 corridor is opening up the village to yet more housing and with it the potential for 
more investment and commercial opportunities. 

3.10. Attractions.  In addition to be surrounded by beautiful countryside, particularly the SDNP, 
the local area has lots of attractions to offer including two outstanding golf courses; historic 
pubs and hotel; Hollycombe Steam Collection; Forest Mere Health Spa; an equine hospital 
at Forest Mere; the Bird World near Farnham; many country walks including around the lakes 
ŀǘ ²ŀƎƎƻƴŜǊΩǎ ²Ŝƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ [ƛǇƘƻƻƪ /ŀǊƴƛǾŀƭΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧƭƻŀǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
village followed by a bonfire which has taken place since 1903. 

3.11. Schools.  Liphook is the location of two private schools: Churchers Junior School, and 
Highfield and Brookham Preparatory. It is also home to Liphook Junior and Infants School, 
and Bohunt School, a top fifty secondary state school educating pupils from a wide area, and 
now an academy. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sainsbury%27s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liphook_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liphook_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_school_(England)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohunt_School

