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AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE TOOK
PLACE AT 7.30PM IN THE HASKELL CENTRE, MIDHURST ROAD,
LIPHOOK ON MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2012.
MINUTES
PRESENT WERE:
Cllr D Jerrard (Chairman), Cllr M Croucher, Cllr Mrs B Easton, Cllr R Evans, Cllr P
Jordan, Cllr Ms J Poole, Cllr P Robinson & Cllr J Tough. Mrs G Spencer (Information
Officer), one member of the press & ten members of the public also attended.
101/12

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman asked those present to switch off mobile phones, made them aware of the
loop system & pointed out the fire exits.
He then explained that the meeting had been called to cover two items deferred from the
last Planning Committee meeting in order to allow time for further information to be
obtained. However, two relatively minor applications had been received for which
comments were required by EHDC before the next scheduled Planning Committee
meeting on 22 October 2012. He therefore proposed, with members’ agreement, to
consider the two applications in this meeting.

102/12

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were none.

103/12

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.

104/12

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

APPLICANT

104/12.1
31243/001
Cllr P Jordan

Conversion of garage into habitable accommodation,
Mr Watson &
single-storey extensions to front & rear, incorporating
Mrs Hamblen
tool/log stores - 6 Greenfield Close, Liphook
Cllr Jordan reported that this application was to convert a garage & add two single-storey extensions.
The building would be a good distance from surrounding properties & he therefore recommended not
objecting. A vote was taken (all in favour).
Decision:
No objections.

104/12.2
38157/002
Detached garage - 2 Primrose Cottages, Tunbridge
Mr & Mrs
Cllr M Croucher
Lane, Bramshott
Woods
Cllr Croucher advised that this application was slightly more complex as the new garage would be
much larger than the original garage & it was in the Conservation Area. He was minded to give the
application qualified support.
Decision:
Application to be deferred to 24 September Parish Council meeting.
105/12

NEIGHBOURING PARISH APPLICATION

APPLICANT

SDNP/12/01373/FUL
New heathland golf course - land north of Allington
Old Thorns Golf &
Cllr J Tough
Cottage, Langley Lane, Langley, Rogate, West Sussex Country Club
Cllr Tough explained that the land lay between Griggs Green & Langley Bridge, just over the border in
West Sussex. There were bridleways to both sides; the Shipwrights Way to the north & the Sussex
Border Path to the south. There was also a bridleway & Roman Road across the site. The course
would be served by buggies from the main establishment on buggy tracks, but at one point would have
to cross the common where sand lizards were present. He found it worrying that there appeared to
have been little or no consultation with the public/local Parish Councils, especially given that the land
was adjacent to SSSI land at both Woolmer Forest & Forest Mere, & land inhabited with species of
protected birds. He added that he was not in favour of the application.
The meeting was then adjourned for Mr Butterfield (Manager, Old Thorns Golf & Country Club) to
present the application/show picture-boards. He advised that the proposed heathland course had been
inspired by similar courses in the New Forest. The course would not be on SSSI land & there would
be no buildings, tarmac or concrete paths. It would occupy 179 acres, approximately a third of the total
heathland. They would restore the grasslands, which were gradually recovering under stewardship
with Natural England, which was due to expire in two years’ time. The plan was for Old Thorns to
enter into a ten-year stewardship agreement, so that the area could be managed to prevent fly-tipping &
damage caused by motorbikes & dogs. The land had been on the market for some time, but there was
no interest as the site was land-locked. It could, however, be sold & used for either agricultural or
equestrian purposes, or sold to the MOD. However, the heathland course would offer a long-term
solution.
The Chairman invited members to ask questions.
Firstly, Cllr Robinson asked why the notification signs had only just been erected. The applicant
commented that neither Rogate nor Milland Parish Councils had been properly notified by the SDNPA.
Cllr Mrs Easton asked about Commoner’s Rights. The applicant advised that Mrs Holloway currently
grazed various wildlife on the land & that this would continue.
Cllr Jordan claimed that it was difficult to judge whether the proposals would be detrimental to the
land, & considered that expert opinion should be sought. The applicant advised that the application
included a 500-page report produced by the three ecologists who had been dealing with the application.
Cllr Tough argued that the Parish Council should be more concerned with representing the community
view. He added that as the land was dedicated heathland, it was unlikely that the threat of conversion
to agricultural land would be permitted. He was not in favour of preventing walkers exercising their
dogs off-the-lead.
Cllr Evans pointed out that the before & after pictures of the site showed considerable improvements to
the heather.
The Chairman reconvened the meeting & advised that the remaining business would need to be
conducted at the Parish Council meeting, scheduled for 8pm at the Peak Centre.
Decision:
Consideration to be continued at 24 September Parish
Council meeting.

106/12
Decision:

PLANNING APPEAL
Land north of Westering & west of Church Rd, Bramshott (26854/014)
Item to be deferred to 24 September Parish Council meeting.

CONCLUSIONS
This concluded the business of the meeting & the meeting closed at 8pm.
Confirmed at the meeting held on 22 October 2012.

Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Presiding Chairman

